
First Grade: Art Curriculum

Unit: Tinting a primary and secondary
color

Time: 5 weeks Standards:

● 1.2.2.Cr3a: Create and assemble content for
media arts productions, identifying basic
principles (e.g., pattern, positioning, attention,
and repetition.)
● 1.2.2.Cr3b: Identify and describe the effects of
altering, refining and completing media artworks.
● 1.2.2.Cn11b: Interact appropriately with media
arts tools and environments considering safety,
rules and fairness.
● 1.5.2.R3a: Use art vocabulary to explain
preferences in selecting and classifying artwork.
● 1.5.2.Cr1a: Engage in individual and collaborative
exploration of materials and ideas through
multiple approaches, from imaginative play to
brainstorming, to solve art and design problems.

Essential Questions
● What are the primary colors?
● What are the secondary colors and how do I make

them?
● What happens to color if I add white.
● How does color affect the mood of a piece of art?

● What is abstract art?

● How can I solve the problem of making a color
lighter?

● How can I create a contrast between light and
dark?

Enduring Understandings
● I can identify the primary and

secondary colors.
● I can tell you how to mix the

primary colors to make the
secondary colors.

● I can tell you what happens when
you add white to a color

● I have an understanding of how
color creates a mood in a piece of
artwork.

● I can compare and contrast
artworks that use tints.

● I can identify an abstract piece of
artwork

● I will become familiar with
contrast.

Benchmark Assessment(s)
SWBAT mix and make secondary colors. They will also be able to understand that
adding white will lighten all colors on the color wheel.  They will create a
composition which includes contrast between a hue and a tint.  Students will be
assessed on their understanding of how to lighten a color through a completed
abstract composition using lines and shapes. We will discuss abstract art vs. realistic
art and discuss how we can change our pieces if needed through the eyes of the
artist. (1.2.2.Cr3b, 1.2.2.Cr3a, 1.2.2.Cn11b, 1.5.2.Cr1a, 1.5.2.R3a)

Other Assessments
✔ Complete works of art
✔ Teacher observation

✔ Teacher student discussion

Materials
● Famous works references
● Color wheel
● Paint
● Oil pastel
● Paint brushes
● paper
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First Grade: Art Curriculum
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

● Cut and egg out of white paper. Mix different tints. Sponge those colors onto the
egg.

● Compare hues with tints on a color chart.  Cut the hues of the rainbow out and tints.
Have students work in groups to arrange them in ROYGBIV order and discuss the
contrasts.

● Draw and cut out a mask using symmetry. Mix primary and secondary colors to
decorate.

● Have students paint leaves textured side up using primary, secondary colors and tints.
Print them on white paper.

REINFORCEMENT
● Use the Principle of contrast to create an

original piece of art in a future lesson.

ENRICHMENT
● Have students look for works of art at

home with tinted colors.
● Look at movies and tv to find when they

use tinted colors.  What mood are they
trying to create? What season best goes
with tinted colors.

Suggested Websites
● http://www.tigercolor.com/color-lab/color-theory/color-theory-in

tro.htm#warm_cool_colors
● https://youtu.be/w6K08wrI9dA

Suggested Materials
● Color Theory: Learn Color Theory for Beginners Kindle Edition

by Maura Craig (Author)

The Big Book of Colours

Cross-Curricular Connections
21st Century Skills: CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
Career Readiness: 9.4.2.CI.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a, 2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2).
9.4.2.CI.2: Demonstrate originality and inventiveness in work
SEL: Recognize one’s feelings and thoughts.
Language Arts: SL1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
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First Grade: Art Curriculum
Unit: Vincent Van Gogh Time: 5 weeks Standards:

● 1.2.2.Cr3a: Create and assemble content
for media arts productions, identifying basic
principles (e.g., pattern, positioning,
attention, and repetition.)
● 1.2.2.Cn11b: Interact appropriately with
media arts tools and environments
considering safety, rules and fairness.
● 1.5.2.R3a: Use art vocabulary to explain
preferences in selecting and classifying
artwork.
● 1.5.2.Cr1a: Engage in individual and
collaborative exploration of materials and
ideas through multiple approaches, from
imaginative play to brainstorming, to solve
art and design problems.
● 1.5.2.Cr3a: Explain the process of making
art, using art vocabulary. Discuss and reflect
with peers about choices made while
creating art.

Essential Questions
● Who was Vincent Van Gogh?
● What are some of his famous works?
● What are some of the similarities that all of his works

share?
● How does Vincent Van Gogh use the elements and

principles of design in his compositions?
● What other artists look similar to Van Gogh’s artwork?
● What is Impressionism?
● How can I create a work similar to the style of Van Gogh

using line?

Enduring Understandings
● I can tell you about Vincent

Van Gogh’s life.
● I can pick out some of Vincent

Van Gogh’s paintings.
● I can talk about how Vincent

Van Gogh uses line, color and
texture in his paintings.

● I can explain the difference
between his type of painting
versus something realistic.

Benchmark Assessment(s)
SWBAT identify the work of Vincent Van Gogh. Compare and contrast with other artworks
to see the differences between styles and Van Gogh’s use of line.  Discuss the importance
of different art styles and how Van Gogh’s art style was innovative among other artists.
Students will then create a piece of art in the Impressionistic style with focus on the
elements and  principles of design.  Students will be assessed on their use of line, color,
shape and texture. We will critique our work and compare it to the work of Van Gogh and
reflect on choice of line and color.  ( 1.2.2.Cr3a,  1.5.2.R3a, 1.5.2.Cr1a)

Other Assessments
✔ Complete works of art
✔ Art criticism of famous works

✔ Teacher Observation

Materials
● Van Gogh Prints
● Pencil
● Paper
● Oil Pastels
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First Grade: Art Curriculum
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

● Look at Van Gogh’s Sunflower paintings.  Discuss the use of the elements and principles of
design.  What makes this picture have realism?  What makes it expressive?  Draw and paint
a sunflower.

● Look at the work of K. Madison Moore.  Discuss what images of Van Gogh’s work are seen
in these paintings.  Have the class design their own work that includes elements from
Vincent Van Gogh’s paintings.

REINFORCEMENT
● Reference Van Gogh later in the

year while studying Claude Monet.
Review concepts of Expressionism
and compare them to
Impressionism.

ENRICHMENT
● Have students find Vincent Van

Gogh’s work in stores, TV or the
internet at home.  Report back to
class.

Suggested Websites
● http://www.vangoghgallery.com/
● http://www.ducksters.com/biography/artists/vincent_van_gogh.php
● http://www.ducksters.com/history/art/postimpressionism.php

Suggested Materials
● Vincent Van Gogh the Starry Night by the Museum of

Modern Art

Cross-Curricular Connections
21st Century Skills: CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
Career Readiness: 9.4.2.CI.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a, 2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2).
9.4.2.CI.2: Demonstrate originality and inventiveness in work
SEL: Utilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others.
Language Arts: SL1.2. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
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First Grade: Art Curriculum
Unit: 3D Form Time: 5 weeks Standards:

● 1.2.2.Cr3a: Create and assemble content for
media arts productions, identifying basic
principles (e.g., pattern, positioning, attention,
and repetition.)
● 1.2.2.Cn11b: Interact appropriately with media
arts tools and environments considering safety,
rules and fairness.
● 1.5.2.R3a: Use art vocabulary to explain
preferences in selecting and classifying artwork.
● 1.5.2.Cr1a: Engage in individual and collaborative
exploration of materials and ideas through
multiple approaches, from imaginative play to
brainstorming, to solve art and design problems.
● 1.5.2.Re7a: Identify works of art based on
personal connections and experiences. Describe
the aesthetic characteristics within both the
natural and constructed world.
● 1.5.2.Pr6a: Explain what an art museum is and
identify the roles and responsibilities of the
people who work in and visit museums and
exhibit spaces. Analyze how art exhibits inside
and outside of schools (such as museums,
galleries, virtual spaces, and other venues)
contribute to communities.
● 1.5.2.Re8a: Categorize and describe works of
art, by identifying subject matter, details, mood,
and formal characteristics.

Essential Questions
● What is sculpture?
● What is representational sculpture?
● What is non-representational sculpture?
● What is 2D vs 3D?
● How can we use something 2D to create something 3D?
● How is the world we live in 3Dimensional compared to

the artwork we make?
● What is naturally 3D and what is constructed?
● What are Museums?
● Why is it important to display artwork in a Museum?

Enduring Understandings
● I can tell you what a

sculpture is.
● I can identify a sculpture

that is representational and
one that is
non-representational or
abstract.

● I can take something that is
flat and turn it into
something that has
dimension.

● I can tell you different
characteristics of various
sculptures.

Benchmark Assessment(s)
SWBAT identify Sculpture (Representational and Non-Representational) Read Look!
Look! Look at Sculpture by Linda K. FreidLaender. Discuss what a museum is used for
and the importance of how work is displayed. Discuss the various sculptures of
different cultures used in the book along with various characteristics. Using an oak
tag base and paper strips, students will be able to bend and cut flat pieces of paper
to create 3D non-representational pieces of artwork. Make connections to our

Other Assessments
✔ Completed 3D piece
✔ Teacher observation

✔ Student discussion
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First Grade: Art Curriculum
physical world and the artwork we constructed.  They will be assessed on their
ability to make their pieces of paper stand and how well they make use of their
space. (1.5.2.Re8a, 1.5.2.Pr6a,  1.5.2.Re7a, 1.2.2.Cr3a)

Materials
● Paper
● Glue
● oak tag

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

● Create a turtle sculpture using clay(representational).  Glaze the turtle with colors of
the artist’s choice.

● Use found objects from the room to make a non-representational sculpture with a
friend. Set a timer. When time is up have students observe and critique each other’s
work.

REINFORCEMENT
● In the years following students will be

exposed to sculptures that are
representational and
non-representational.

ENRICHMENT
● Have students find examples of

sculpture online.  Report back to class
what they have found.

Suggested Websites
● http://nativeamerican-art.com/pottery-overview.htm
● https://youtu.be/5UL5fQtO6qk

Suggested Materials
● Hopi Tewa Pottery by Gregory Schaaf

● Look! Look! Look at Sculpture by Linda K. FreidLaender

Cross-Curricular Connections
21st Century Skills: CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
Career Readiness: 9.4.2.CI.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a, 2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2).
9.4.2.CI.2: Demonstrate originality and inventiveness in work
SEL: Utilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others.
Language Arts or Math: SL1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
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First Grade: Art Curriculum
Unit: Surrealism: Dali Time: 5 weeks Standards:

● 1.2.2.Cr3a: Create and assemble
content for media arts productions,
identifying basic principles (e.g., pattern,
positioning, attention, and repetition.)
● 1.2.2.Cr3b: Identify and describe the
effects of altering, refining and
completing media artworks.
● 1.2.2.Cn11b: Interact appropriately with
media arts tools and environments
considering safety, rules and fairness.
● 1.5.2.R3a: Use art vocabulary to explain
preferences in selecting and classifying
artwork.
● 1.5.2.Cr1a: Engage in individual and
collaborative exploration of materials
and ideas through multiple approaches,
from imaginative play to brainstorming,
to solve art and design problems.
●1.2.2.Pr6a: With guidance and moving
towards independence, identify, share and
discuss reactions to and experiences of the
presentation of media artworks.

Essential Questions

● What is surrealism?
● Who is Salvidore Dali?
● How do water and wax react to each other?
● What is an art style?
● What are your thoughts about Salvidor

Dali’s artwork?

Enduring Understandings

● I can tell you what a surrealism is.
● I can tell you that Salvidor Dali was an artist who

made surreal artwork.
● I will have an understanding that crayon and

watercolor create a resist.
● I can identify some works of Salividor Dali and

surrealism artwork.
● I can tell the difference between something that

is surreal and real.
● I can understand that Artists use their stories or

artwork to share information through literature
as well as art galleries.

Benchmark Assessment(s)

● SWBAT identify surrealism by comparing artworks in class that are real to surreal. We will
read Dali and the Path of Dreams to support these comparisons. Using a rectangular piece
of oak tag, we will draw some surreal birds on paper with long legs emphasizing the fact
that our birds will be surreal. We will add shapes, patterns and designs. Then will outline
our bird in black crayon and paint over it with watercolor to create a resist.  We will also
discuss how artists use literature to help students understand their pieces and sometimes
their backgrounds and how these works of art are on display in museums. They will be
assessed on their ability to make their pieces look surreal. (1.2.2.Pr6a, 1.5.2.R3a)

Other Assessments

● Completed artwork
● Teacher observation
● Student Discussions
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First Grade: Art Curriculum
Materials

● Paper
● Watercolor
● Black crayon
● Pencils

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

● Have students cut out magazine clippings and paste them on paper. Using colored pencil or marker,
add surreal aspects to each clipping.

● Take a portrait picture of each student. Have them cut it out and paste it on black paper. Use white
pencil and have them draw elements of Surrealism to the background.

REINFORCEMENT

● In the years following
students will be
identifying different art
styles yearly. Be sure to
compare surrealism to at
least three other art
styles.

ENRICHMENT

● Have students look up
examples of something
surreal at home.  Report
back to class what they
have found.

Suggested Websites

● http://www.salvadordali.com/biography/
● https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/what-is/surrealism

Suggested Materials

● The  Persistence of Memory
● Dali and The Path of Dreams by  Anna Obiols

Cross-Curricular Connections

21st Century Skills: CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
Career Readiness: 9.4.2.CI.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a, 2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2).
9.4.2.CI.2: Demonstrate originality and inventiveness in work
SEL: Utilize positive communication and social skills to interact effectively with others.
Language Arts or Math: SL1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
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First Grade: Art Curriculum

Unit: Drawing with Value: Snow People Time: 8 weeks Standards:

● 1.5.2.R3a: Use art vocabulary to
explain preferences in selecting and
classifying artwork.
● 1.5.2.Cr1a: Engage in individual and
collaborative exploration of materials
and ideas through multiple approaches,
from imaginative play to brainstorming,
to solve art and design problems.
●1.5.2.Cn10a: Create art that tells a
story or describes life events in home,
school and community.

Essential Questions
● How do I draw something realistically?
● How do you shade an object?
● Why does the position of the light matter when

drawing an object?
● How is shape important to our drawing?
● How can I incorporate my own life experiences into

my work?
● Can I make connections to family and friend

experiences through my artwork?

Enduring Understandings
● I can tell you why shading is  important

to creating realistic works of art.
● I can draw shadows on a surface to

make the object appear three
dimensional.

● I can determine where my shadows will
be based on my light source.

● I have an understanding that shapes
can help create objects on a 2D surface.

● I have an understanding of how art is
connected to my personal life.

Benchmark Assessment(s)
● SWBAT have a better understanding of value and cast shadows to create a realistic looking

drawing of a snow person. Discuss your experiences with snow, family and friends. If you
were to build a snow person what would it look like? Have students draw their experiences
with snow after they have drawn their snow person. Incorporate real life to discuss once we
are finished and how art can tell a story. Students will be assessed on their use of shading,
neatness and simple shapes. ( 1.5.2.Cn10a, 1.5.2.R3a, 1.5.2.Cr1a)

Other Assessments
● Teacher observation.
● Student Discussions

Materials
● Pencils
● Erasers
● Chalk pastels
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First Grade: Art Curriculum
SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

● Draw a self- portrait step-by-step.  Explain proportions and placement of the features.  Color
with color pencil.

● Look at various drawing books that map out objects using shapes. Practice simple objects to
recreate on paper.

REINFORCEMENT
● Have students look at pictures of

objects in foreshortening.  Point
out the differences in shape to give
the illusion of depth.

ENRICHMENT
● Encourage students to sketch

objects at home using value and
cast shadow.

Suggested Websites
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dXE9GSQuuOE
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GDdgpBCjKG0
● http://artcuratorforkids.com/proportion-and-scale-artwor

k-examples/

Suggested Materials
● Perspective (Artist's Library series #13) Paperback – January 1, 1989

by William F Powell

Cross-Curricular Connections
21st Century Skills (CRP6) Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
SEL (Self-Management) Recognize the skills needed to establish and achieve personal and educational goals.
Career Readiness: 9.4.2.CI.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a, 2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2).

9.4.2.CI.2: Demonstrate originality and inventiveness in work
Language Arts (L.2.3.)Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. Students will use their
knowledge of speaking and listening when engaging in discussion about drawing self-portraits.
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First Grade: Art Curriculum
Unit: Art Journaling Time: 10 weeks Standards:

● 1.2.2.Cr3a: Create and assemble content
for media arts productions, identifying
basic principles (e.g., pattern, positioning,
attention, and repetition.)

● 1.2.2.Cn11b: Interact appropriately with
media arts tools and environments
considering safety, rules and fairness.
● 1.5.2.R3a: Use art vocabulary to explain
preferences in selecting and classifying
artwork.
● 1.5.2.Cn11b: Describe why people from
different places and times make art about
different issues, including climate change.

Essential Questions
● What is art journaling?
● How can art journaling help me as an artist and help

me understand art?
● How can art journaling be used as a sense of calm?
● How can we use art journaling to tell a story?
● How can I use critique to help me become a better

artist?
● How can I illustrate a story using art?
● How is a journal like an art portfolio?

Enduring Understandings
● I can use art tools safely.
● I can evaluate my artwork with the

help of my peers.
● I have an understanding of balance in

my artwork in order to consider  it
complete.

● I can help the environment through
art.

● I can keep a collection of artwork as a
portfolio.

● Art can be used to illustrate my story.

Benchmark Assessment(s)
● SWBAT form their own art journal. We will use various prompts such as Illustrated stories,

Emotions, Recycling/Reusing, Patterns and Shapes, Color, Family, Happiness and so on.
Using Michael Bell as a spotlight artist/art teacher, we will discuss the importance of art
journaling. Some of the important topics addressed will be art and reusing recyclable
materials and  how art journaling can be used as a portfolio. With each weekly prompt we
will discuss an artist, a world issue, address an element or principle of design, emotions in
our art as well as other topics. Once we have had a discussion, students will have various
art materials to explore and use in their journals how they see fit.  Students will discuss
their work afterwards. We will address  how we can use different art mediums effectively
and the importance of improvement. Students will be assessed on their completion of
each journal “entry.”  (1.5.2.Cn11b,1.2.2.Cn11b, 1.5.2.R3a, 1.5.2.Re7b, 1.5.2.Cn11b,1)

Other Assessments
● Completed journal pages
● Art criticism of famous works
● Teacher observation
● Critique

Materials
● Famous works references
● Color wheel
● Watercolor
● Paint brushes
● paper
● tissue paper

● tempera
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First Grade: Art Curriculum
● string

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES

● Using the prompt “Family” asking students to bring in photographs of important family members. In
their journal, start a collage using various art mediums.

● Ask students to bring in a picture of their favorite artwork from a famous artist. Ask them to try and
recreate it. The purpose is to try something new and learn a different art style.

REINFORCEMENT
● Use the concept of art

journaling to create your
own journal at home.

ENRICHMENT
● Have students bring in

various materials from
home that have significant
meaning to them. Discuss
their meaning in class and
how you can use that
meaning in their art
journals.

Suggested Websites
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SmdpA5ZmB4Y&t=21

1s
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NDoerGw3Rpo
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SmdpA5ZmB4Y&t=21

1s
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ap9NFCiz4HI

Suggested Materials
● Color Theory: Learn Color Theory for Beginners Kindle Edition

by Maura Craig (Author)

Cross-Curricular Connections
21st Century Skills: CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.
Computer Science and Design Thinking: 8.2.2.ED.2. Collaborate to solve a simple problem, or to illustrate how to build a product using the design process.
Career Readiness: 9.4.2.CI.1: Demonstrate openness to new ideas and perspectives (e.g., 1.1.2.CR1a, 2.1.2.EH.1, 6.1.2.CivicsCM.2).
9.4.2.CI.2: Demonstrate originality and inventiveness in work
SEL: Recognize one’s feelings and thoughts.
Language Arts: SL1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.
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First Grade: Art Curriculum
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